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While growing up, I saw instances of men maltreating the women in their lives. When I was in 

university, I encountered some men who treated women with contempt. This put me in a gender-

war frame of mind. I was ready to cut down, verbally, any man who tried to put a woman down. 

Fortunately, I also encountered some men who felt that women had much to contribute to the 

public space and did not believe women were less than men. As time went on I came to the 

conclusion that we must stop lumping oppressors together with the innocent. 

So I am still at war but I am not at war against men. I am at war against the way some men act 

towards their wives, daughters, female colleagues, neighbours or women in general. However, I am 

not so blinded by this war, that I do not see the other front of war: the way some men oppress other 

men who have less wealth, are of lower social ranks or of a different race or tribe.  

 

I also see a third front – women oppressing other women who are less glamorous, of lower status, or 

different in race or ethnicity; and that they sometimes throw in men for good measure. 

I collapse them all into a single war i.e. war against oppression and injustice whether the perpetrator 

is a man or woman, whether the victim is a man or woman. I am pro-justice and pro-compassion for I 

see now that oppression wears many faces and is an opportunist, taking advantage of any situation. 

The man who is oppressive will oppress anyone who is disadvantaged, be that person male or 

female. The woman who is oppressive will oppress anyone, be that person male or female. Men and 

women need to stand together to push back harm, corruption and danger in our communities. 

I also see women oppressing other women 

While growing up, I saw men maltreating 

the women in their lives. 
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The tone with which some women claim their rights often sets the ‘war zone’ tone. It is often said 

that ‘men’ should give us our (women) rights. This makes it seem that men are one oppressive 

homogenous whole; and that women have no hand in depriving other women of their rights. There 

are men, and women, who are corrupt and oppressive. There are also men who are not.  

 

 

If the need for women to be more active within society and be treated with greater dignity is framed 

as an invitation to all (men and women) to join in bringing forth good to the family business of living 

rather than a demand (to men) to give up something for women, there will be much improvement. 

This life, this earth, this world is ours – male and female. We are joint workers in this enterprise, 

partners in this family business called LIFE. Not one of us should be shut out of the building for we 

are stronger when we plan, execute and strive together.  

O believers, be you securers of justice, witnesses for God… Be just: that is next to 

piety: and be conscious of your duty to God. For God is well aware of all that you do.  

[Q4:8] 

O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to God, even though it be 

against yourselves, or your parents, or your kin, be he rich or poor, God is a Better 

Protector to both (than you). So follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest you may 

avoid justice, and if you distort your testimony or refuse to give it, verily, God is well 

aware of what you do. [Q4:135] 

 

 

Working together for justice will take serve us 

better 

Be Just. Be Muslim. 


